Rahnerian corpus, and a comprehensive 
glossary. The individual contributions are 
surprisingly homogeneous; though they 
reveal their personal point of view to a 
certain extent, the authors concentrate on 
Rahner’s intertwined anthropological and 
christological themes, and thus allow these 
dual aspects of his theology to seem more 
appealing, intelligible, and applicable. 
Two sentences from the preface of the 
volume explain its aptly chosen title, 
intimate the leitmotif of the ensuing 
chapters, and pinpoint Rahner’s central 
achievement: “We can only seek God as we 
seek true humanity, and we can only find 
truth aobut ourselves as we find truth 


about God” (p. viii); “Here we shall truly 
have praised Karl Rahner at the age of © 


seventy-five whenever a reader joins with 
him in thinking about the human question 
that is g#o God's: ‘What is the human, O 
(that you are mindful of it?’” (p. xiii). 
Like Foundations itself, this volume is 
mmetrically structured so as to form 
three connected line segments which each 
ul, in different proportions, with pneu- 
arplogy (= theological anthropology = 
grace) and christology. This format 
corresponds to Rahner’s claim that the 


mystery of grace (or the Holy Spirit poured: 


out) and the mystery of the incarnation are 
the two pivotal Christian dogmas, and in 
fact constitute trinitarian theology: God 
the Father reveals who He is by extending 
Himself to humankind through the acts of 
His Word and His Spirit (Foundations, 
pp. 136-137). 

The first line segment (the essays of 
W. Dych, A. Carr, M. Buckley, B. Mc 
Dermott, J. Galvin, and T. O’Meara) rises 
from the lower left to the upper right, and 
stresses the implicit experience of a graced 
world. Here, in this first stage of reflection, 
the Spirit is seen.as the Spiritus Creator ai 
work everywhere in creation, 4nd most 
intensely in human persons, so as to lead 
them in diverse ways to the historical 
manifestation of Holy Mystery in Jesus 
' Christ. Yet, in this stage christology 
necessarily plays an “anticipatory” role, in 
that the Holy Spirit acts within the entire 
expanse of human nature, enabling those, 
_ who are already touched and who already 
respond in one way or other to the Creator, 


to recognize and accept His self-communi-_ 


cation, Jesus Chrsit, albeit in an unthe- 


matic fashion. The human person as such 


is embraced by the “Givenness” of God 
(the Spirit) in order to encounter the 
“Giver” (the Father) through the “Gift” 


4+ 


(the Logos-Son). Thus these initial essays 
are chiefly anthropological in content, but 
are not devoid of christological and 
pheumatological significance. They center 
on “transcendental revelation” which “‘is 
not revelation about a transcendent God 
but the meeting in our own personalities of 
the richness of our selves an@# the action of 
God” (pp. 87-88). 

The second line segmnet protracts the 
first by forming.a straight horizontal line 
representing God’s “categorical,” ex- 
pressed, or articulated revelation in Jesys 
Christ (the essays of P. Schineller and 8 
Hentz). These authors successfully point 
out the uni place which anthropoogy 
enjoys in mae he ’s christology itself. Both 
his presentation of the “ascending” and 
“dscending” dimensions of the Father’s 
self-gift in Jesus Christ rest on the 
conviction that the incarnate Word is not 
only the real symbol of the Father, but also 
the true cipher of man. Christology is 


therefore the conjunction of God’s being 


for man and man’s being for God: “The 


savior may be described as the marriage 


moment in the courtship of God and 
humankind. Because of the savior the 
meaning of the historical relationship 
between God and humanity is no longer 
tentative, for God is irrevocably commit- 
ted to us in self-giving love” (pp. 112-113). 
Once again, though the christological 
moment predominates here, the pneuma- 
tological or anthropological condition of 
possibility for the incarnation is not lost 
sight of. The Word can only come to man 
and be received by him through the Spirit’ S 
universal work of love. 

The third line segment has as its base 
the second horizontal one, and rises again 
from the lower left to the upper right; 
though it contains much the same content 
as the first segment, now the Spirit is seen 
as the Spiritus Redemptor active in the 


Church, the sacraments, Chrsitian hope 


and Christian ethics (the essays of M. 
Fahey, J. Carmody, W. Thompson, and J. 


Bresnahan). Those who meet the risen . 


Christ in the ecclesial celebration of the 
paschal mystery and who grasp the 
sociological implications of eschatology by 
living according to the freedom of Christ’s 
selfless love point humankind towards its 
absolute future within Holy Mystery. The 
Christian way of being human is one 
wee ges in God’s choice to become human 
and in this way to grant humankind an 
open relationship in the Kingdom. The 
tenet of faith is not vacuous, however: 


INDEX 


“The Christian attitude towards the 


absolute future imparts a radical dimen- 
sion to our utopian futures, for the only 
way in which we can remain ourselves in 
the state of readiness and openness is to 
engage ourselves positively and critically 
towafds an ever fresh future within society 
itself” (p. 164). The parallelism between the 
first and the third segments is evident; yet 
christology adds to man’s transcendental 
being trust, courage and energy: Christ and 
the Spirit offer humankind access to the 
Father Himself and render such access not 
only fruitful but also indispensable for a 
genuinely human world. 

This rather broad overview of a 
collection of concentrated essays does little 
justice to the many academic and pastoral 
issues which it treats. It is indeed a fine 
introduction to Rahner, and one particu- 
larly suited to American readers; it is most 
useful both for invididuals and for various 
groups intent on studying Foundations 
more thoroughly. The book is meant to 
provide a service; it does so more than 
adequately; it invites the reader to appre-- 
ciate what is best in the Catholic tradition, 
while it exposes as well the necessary 
openness of Catholicism to the universal 
and intricate work of grace beyond its 
limits. @ 
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